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The Journey of Faith
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Hebrews 11

Pete Hughes

Hebrews 11:32-40

And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and
Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered
kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose
weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign
armies. WWomen received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were
tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated-the world was not worthy
of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
ground. These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that only together with
us would they be made perfect.



Miraculous numbers
Christians in China, m

80
60
40

20

*

0
1900 50 80 90 97 2003! 111 20%

Source: Yang Fenggang, *Government estimate
Purdue University 'Estimate ‘Forecast

The church has grown from 1 million to
100 million in four decades
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More people have come to faith in
Jesus in the last 20 years than in the
thirteen centuries before.

CHRISTIAN GROWTH IN IRAN
TODAY

Hundreds An Estimated
750,000 to Over 1 Million
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17,800 baptised in France in 2025.

42% are 18-25.




My Guardian

‘Arevival is happening: Church hails
resurgence among young in UK

A Christian revival is under way in
Despite the assumption that secularity is on the rise, many B titain
young people are ‘finding truth in the church’

Pope Francis funeral: latest updates
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Gen-Z’s Christian revival is an act of rebellion against ‘
A YouGov study has revealed that young adults, particularly men.
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LONDON

Brits' beliefs about God(s)

I believe there is a God / there are Gods ‘ | @ I donot believe in a God / Gods, but do believe there is some sort of spiritual greater power

[ ® 1 do not believe in any sort of God(s) or greater spiritual power I Don't know
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The rise in regular churchgoing

Percentage of age group population who describe themselves
as Christian and go to church at least once a month

16%
12%
The Quiet Revival: Gen Z a%
leads massive rise in
4%
church attendance

Church attendance has risen by 50 per cent over

2018 [ 2024

the last six year Average 18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+
Revival, a sur e le Society
and conducted by YouG "

Question: Apart from weddings, baptisms/christenings
Over 2 million more people go to church th and funerals how often, if at all, did you go to a church
i - service in the last year?
SIX years ago

Base: Whole population
v

16% of 18-24-year-olds are attending church

More men go to church than worr

THE SHAKING OF SECULARISM AND THE
SEARCH FOR A SAVIOUR




Hebrews 11 NIV

[11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see. [2] This is what the ancients were
commended for.

Hebrews 11 NIV

[4] By faith Abel ...

[5] By faith Enoch...

[7] By faith Noah...

[8] By faith Abraham...

[11] And by faith even Sarah...

[20] By faith Isaac...

[21] By faith Jacob...

[22] By faith Joseph...

[24] By faith Moses...

[29] By faith the people passed through the Red Sea. ..
[30] By faith the walls of Jericho fell. ..
[31] By faith the prostitute Rahab. ..




Hebrews 11 NIV BY FA ITH

[4] By faith Abel ...

[5] By faith Enoch. ..

[7] By faith Noah...

(8] By faith Abraham. ..

[11] And by faith even Sarah...

[20] By faith Isaac...

[21] By faith Jacob...

[22] By faith Joseph...

[24] By faith Moses...

[29] By faith the people passed through the Red Sea...
[30] By faith the walls of Jericho fell...
[31] By faith the prostitute Rahab...

Hebrews 11:32-40 NIV

[32] And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak,
Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, [33] who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised;
who shut the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the
edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. [35] Women received back their dead,
raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so
that they might gain an even better resurrection. [36] Some faced jeers and flogging,
and even chains and imprisonment. [37] They were put to death by stoning; they were
sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated--- [38] the world was not worthy of
them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
ground. [39] These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received
what had been promised, [40] since God had planned something better for us so that
only together with us would they be made perfect.




FROM EGYPT TO THE PROMISED LAND

WHY DOES A TWO WEEK JOURNEY TAKE 48 YEARS?

FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND

1. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S PROVISION

3. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S PRESENCE
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FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND
WHY DOES A TWO WEEK JOURNEY TAKE 49 YEARS?

1. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S PROVISION

3. FAILURE TO TRUST IN GOD'S PRESENCE




FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF GOD?

1 FAITH IN GOD'S POWER

The Nile was believed to be the sacred abode of the Nile god. Ha'pi. In the
first plague the Nile god died: Ha'pi turned to blood. In the second plague
frogs, the symbol of Heqit, goddess of fertility, multiplied beyond control... In
the fifth plague, the livestock began to die. The bull was sacred to Apis,
cows to Isis and ram to Ammon. The representations of three Egyptians
gods were exterminated. In the seventh plague heaven, the home of the
gods, was cast into disarray. One of the highest deities in Egypt was Ra, the
sun god. In the ninth plague Ra was blotted out. Probably the most
important in Egyptian belief was the fact that Pharaoh and his first-born
were held to be of divine conception. This was the basis of his authority. The
death of Pharaoh’s first-born in the tenth plague represented the death of a
deity.

Derek Morphew




TWO JOURNEYS OF THE EXODUS

THE JOURNEY THE JOURNEY
0UT OF OUT OF THE
SLAVERY MINDSET OF

SLAVERY

HOW DO WE JOURNEY OUT OF THE MINDSET OF SLAVERY?

THEOLOGY — PSYCHOLOGY
ALBERT ELLIS




THE ABC
OF CBT

CONSEQUENCES
IN BEHAVIOUR

they say you're never more
than 6 feet away from a rat...




Did You

RATS
multiply so
quickly that
in 18 months,
two rats could
have over

a million .~
descendants.

C

Nest of giant rats discovered who
are growing huge through
CANNIBALISM

THERE are fears an epidemic of super size rats are sweeping the globe after shocking
photos emerged of two foot long rodents in British homes and abroad




THE ABC
OF CBT

CONSEQUENCES
IN BEHAVIOUR

V BELIEFS
A / ACTIVATING EVENT

THE ABC

OF CBT

DECONSTRUCT

CONSEQUENCES IRRATIONAL
IN BEHAVIOUR BELIEFS

/I
A / ACTIVATING EVENT \




THE ABC
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CONSEQUENCES
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FROM SLAVERY T0 THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF G0D?

FAITH

TN

FREEDOM FORMATION
(RED SEA) (WILDERNESS)




FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF GOD?

1. FAITH IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAITH IN GOD'S PROVISION

FROM SLAVERY T0 THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF G0D?

1. FAITH IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAITH IN GOD'S PROVISION

PROVISION

TN

PRO VISION
(BEFORE) (TO SEE)




FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF GOD?

1. FAITH IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAITH IN GOD'S PROVISION

3. FAITH IN GOD'S PRESENCE




FROM SLAVERY TO THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF GOD?

1. FAITH IN GOD'S POWER

2. FAITH IN GOD'S PROVISION

3. FAITH IN GOD'S PRESENCE

" WE DON'T HAVE A MAP, WE HAVE A GUIDE’

FROM SLAVERY T0 THE PROMISED LAND
HOW DO WE PARTICIPATE IN THE STORY OF G0D?

1 FAITH IN GOD'S POWER = GOD IS ABLE

2. FAITH IN GOD'S PROVISION = GOD IS GOOD

3. FAITH IN GOD'S PRESENCE = GOD IS NEAR




